60                       QUEEN  ELIZABETH   I

to the State, and that without respect of my private will you will
give me that counsel that you think best/ The same day she
addressed what in effect was her first public utterance, to a
group of Mary's councillors who had come to Hatfield. cThe
law of nature \ she saM3 "moves me to sorrow for my sister; the
burthen that Is fallen upon me rnaketh me amazed; and yet^ con-
sidering that I am God's creature ordained to obey His appoint-
ment, I will yield thereto, desiring from the bottom of my heart
that I may have assistance of His grace to be the minister of His
heavenly will in this office now committed to me.'

In the listeners9 minds one question was uppermost: the com-
position of the new Council It was a delicate and Important
problem, Elizabeth desired to be neither weak nor rash; not to
have an unwieldy Council, nor one whose complexion was old-
fashioned, nor yet to alienate those who must find themselves
in retirement. She begged any whose services she might forgo
not to think that her decision proceeded from any disability In
them, but rather from her conviction that a multitude made
discord and confusion, instead of good counsel. Who the un-
fortunates were to be she did not reveal. She made her first
appointments to office and the Council that day. Including her
faithful and now corpulent Cofferer, Thomas Parry, whom she
knighted and made Controller of the Household. But the
appointments for the moment were few. It was prudent to let
hopes linger as long as possible,

The same circumspection was shown In regard to religion.
In the first public document of the reign an * &c.? was put at
the end of the Queen's titles, where in her father's and brother's
reigns the title of Supreme Head of the Church had been. It was
both a bold and a cautious step; bold, because implicitly it main-
tained the theory of the English Reformation that the supre-
macy of the Papacy was a usurpation of the Crown's ancient
authority, and that no parliamentary statute was needed to con-
fer the headship of the Church on the monarch; cautious, be-
cause, after all, no more appeared than the words *et cetera',
which left the Catholic world guessing and hoping about the
future - hopes which Elizabeth in her talks with Feria did her